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There Is a proverh extant toaching the sk Involved
In the aequisition of only & small amount of knowl
edge. Of course It 15 & dead Ietler—every proverb
that inferferes with the development of patural de-
pravity Is g dead letter. Were we not copvinced of
this we might endeavor to formulate In thie lapzusee
of proverb w reflection on the acqutsition of knowledge
doae up In small pareels, oo matter how many of
those pareels the © reader” provide himeelf with.
tn anclent days they bsefd Lo delve o man mad by
Jotting water fall tn drops on WS head,  Nowadays
we attempt t» clarily and strengthen a man's intel
Ject by dropplug booklets 1nto his brain That the
pooklet 15 Intended purely as an engine of education
we ate fully persunded, for we catnot belleve thal
any reader with a love of Lteraiure for s own =ale
will ever consent 1o Lave 11 served up tu Bl on pages
averaging three by fone fne b 3 slee Iominst b
tlerslore fur e persons who, as Matthew Arnnld
puts It are beginning 1) talie an interest (o the things
of the mind upnd mu<t wake thel vestdgation be
tween staliogs, thnt the pablilsheis mike thelr Hn3
reprints. Looked at clusely there 1s nothing more
ppposed 1o the spirit of reading, of peading iy pleasite,
thian the pocket wdliiin, Yet the pocket edltlon
multiplles apace, und Milton Mmeelf, tu say npotling
of ahnkespeare, I8 crammed Into such form Lhat Le
may At 1nto the busy nisn's walsteoat pochel ant be
crammed Into the husy mian's €mnst fouspess at =toien
Intervals. 1L I8 perhnps nsvless fu o protest agninst
it And besides, the petort of the uidlitnrian, wh
may the gods 1eward according lo his deserts, 15 bate-
fully obvidfs,  But at least &« suggesiion may be
offered 1he advorates ntd Juophgalrs ul these pretty
lttle books. Let the lierature be chosen with dis
pretion, A play of Shakespeare’s printed In n thin
sedecimo 18 5 mistake.  We say 00 full 1 the face of
the sz volumes of the *Arel Shuhespeare” senl us
by G. P. Putnam’s sons.  The peint of these 15 gucd,
the paper 1= good, the Hnstratdons are e
fnally the tinding 18 roed. Jut dn thie Nbrary, of
under & trec—and  where vlse  cun  shakespeare
be readl-are not Lhese Louklels  wp  Im
perunence ! Nobody wanls 1o lear biank verse
clhianted through a peony rwmpet, unid why shou
anybedy nant to read Shakespeite I a pi ket editlon
Uniess 1t 1s the man on the traln g and 1 1s In Lls
bands, rather than in these of any other reader, that
Bhakespeare should never be put. Let Bim walt unth
be reaches his home. In the cars, uiiless hie has su
perhuman powers of abstraction, he s whole para
sanga removed lrom the only niood In which the
peauty and march of Shakesprarc’s dramntlc vetse
ean be apprebended, 1o will pet the playwright's
facts, bul mol 1the sInger's  poetry. P'avtry 1=
pot allen 1o & crowded place Let  Shnks
speare warble his native woodnote, wild 1n one of Lls
incomparable 1yric outhursts, and Ll voloo will resch
you, In all 11s melodiogs pulgnancy, thr the ¢rash
and din of rallways,  But that 1 beciuse thie unit
of motest dimensions can be comprehended In an in
stant. A upit such ns % The Merchiant of Venlee™
needs repose and the clost attention of all the
facultles for 118 proper compreliension A song read
In the elevated traln 18 a cry, a flash of lght, n
glance—it 1s recognized and as-imilated with pidity
The sastalped argnment in verse—the play, ihe eple
and, with some exceptions, the ode pernsed nnor
the same clrcumsiances Is an afectatlon and a val
thing.

Among the slx last lssues In their serles of “ LI
erary Gems' ulso senl us by the Puthams we fnd
® Thanatopsls, and Other Poems,” by Iryvant. Gray s
“ Elegy.” with a selection from his odes and connets,
and “L'Ellegro and 1l Penieroso” togetler whh
other of Milton's poems,  These nre only talf-ratlonil
reprints. Milton's sonnets can be read with pront
wille travelling. No groan of weary wheels o
shriek of suffocating locomotive could Adrown the
clangor of the Nnes on the mussicre 1n Pledmont
Put to turn to “11 Peaseroso™ g4 to reeall what ane
tdeal reader once sald, that te read Milton t= ke
sliting at a solemn musi, Simllarly Bryant’s Verses

“To a Waterfowl™ are weleame in this form, it af
the charm of ¥ Thanatopsls™ or “ The Flood of Y ears"
The #x-

in a hurried moment we do not fecl ns certaln.

qulsitely stmple and humane philosapliy of Grav's * El
egy"* may be appreciated (i the heat of Aatly Nle. Bt
nl""l

“The Progress of Poess,” “The Had * these
seclustion among books or nmong the calm beatuties o1
nature for their full effect 1o be felt, Aud o such
seclgsion, we repeat, nn editlon ke the present 1s
never 1ikelp to be earried,  As for Sheridan’s * Rivais”
we would have belleved 1t an impossbilny in “Gem®
form had 1t not wetually been put into that very form,
Ko play, whether It be sonorous and majestie ke one
of Shakespeare's, or sparkling llke one of sheridan’s,
will go naturally inte such guise. We ean ensily
imagine Dante and Homer bookletted ¥ They may
be some day. Perhaps they huve boen already. Who
knows? Of poastry, short poetry alane will serve the
publisuer's purpose—the songs ul the Ellzabethans, of
the eighteenth century, of later men Hke Scott and
Burns, and even later men than these, Nhe Tennyson
Versifiers e Dobson and Giosde would be good 100,
When we approach prose the field of chiles ts wider,
gssars are excellent 1t compresston must be submittted
to, and short pleces such ns the “Rip Van Winki="
and the “Charty and Mume® by Thnckeray wilch
fiie Putpams publish fulfil the tmportant condition of
offering an impression that can be received In one
sliting and that n brief one.  Dut plas for Ifstory and
blography, for any form of Nterature in which per
speciive and the laws of relation are to bhe observed,
It fragments of 1t are to be publiched *in little.” From
the Brentanos we have a * Life of Chopin® published
tn what they call thelr “Petit Library.” Could 1t
serlously occur to any one to read a life of Ulopin
given In this form?  The materlal for prose bunigiets
ta fiction. The short story can be quic Lly rend snd
fts content taken in as qulekiy. T the prose Haem”
1 inevitabla let 1t be dmwn from the treasure houses
of dend masters like Poe or Living masters ke Bret
Harte nnd Rudyard Kipling. Yet after all would the
living master submit to the Indignity 1 The dead ones,
alas! are defenceless, and they more than any aliiers
supply the booklet presses. Wo wonder they do not
turn In thelr graves.

— il ——

THE CITY INDIAN ASSOCIATION MEETS.

The New-York City Indlan Assocition held 1t= regu-
lar monthly meeting yesterday morning at the Droad
way Tabernacle, Thirty-fourth-st. and Broadway, The
president, Mrs. Phillp = Tagzart, presided.  The
socrelaries were Mra. Horaee Green, Miss Helen =
gmith and Miss Sarah A. Shepley. The report of the
treasurer showed the assovlatlon’s fluances 1n e In
good oonditiorn. although the eontributions during the
last year were comparatively amall, the varlous agn
cles and schools were assisted as usual.  The secre-
tary's report gave s review of uhe work of the asso
ciation and ita Lranclies for the vear. Il was p source
of encouragement to the menhers.

In recognition of the Yervices of Mrs. Rebecen
Collins, who died last year, 1t was declded recently
to ralse & fund of $1,000 as a memorial 1o her, the
money to be expended In hospltal work among the
Indians. At the meeting yesterday It was reported
that &40 had alrendy Leen collected.  An energetlc
attempt will be made 1o complete the s, ;

Among those present were Mres, George Wood, Mre
Clnton B, Fiske, Mrs. W, Whealer  Smlth, Mrs,
Robert Harrls, Mrs. A, % [ickmore, Mr<, Newlon
Amerman, Miss 11, M. Thompson, and Mrs, M, 1.
Buchanan.

—_—— e — e ———

SUFFOCATED BY CHARCOAL FUMES.

The fumes of charcoal fire sufocuted Jlenry Thomson
and Granville Stevenson, second and third engineers
of the steamship (Henbervie, on sunday night,  The
steamer was anchored off Dedlon's Isiand,  =he 12 a
tramp ship and came here with a cargo of fron.  The
two engineers occupled the same siateroom.  There
was no means of heating 1t by steam, and It was =0
intensely cold when they relired ihat they built a
fire of charooal In a pan to warm the room. At
7 o'tlock yesterday morning Captain Gombardy, of the
Glenbervie, went to the staftervom of the engineers
and found the romm Hlled with the fumes of the
charcoal. Thomsom was already dead and Stevenson
was nearly so.

With great difficulry a sallor managed to row
ashore and get medical help. A doctor from the
Chambers Street Hospltul was senl over to the ship
in the policeboat Patrol. Stevenson disd before the
doctor arrived there, The lwales were landed ot

Hoboken when the ship went up Lo her pler In i

NOon. ?:rwnqm raves o Wile and two oblidren
In Shields, England. lle was twenty-seven years ol
Thomson was twenty-live vears uld, and unmarrded,
He also came from Shields.

—_—— e ———

THE NISSING REPORTER STAYED ON THE SnIpP
James T. Tribble, the night news man at Quaran
tine for the United Press, and Lls boatman, John
Gibbe, came ashore from (he steamship Sirebs yes
terday morning il right. Thevy went off 10 get thr
Strebo’s report on Sunday night. and did aof return
The lce was awimming thick and fast In the Narrows,
and It was feared that they bad been earried 1o sea
n ml::hu'::n a hard strugele they were able to
reach st 5, bul were mo " :
sn?q accepted the Iw-plullur! afhfue‘:m';"ra:"ﬂzi
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HABI‘ER & BROTHERS

FUBLISH TO.DAY;
L
SHORT HISTURY OF

THE THEISTIAN CHURCII,

By JUHN P, HUNST, D, D, LL. D., Autser of *In-
Soete. With 10 Coored  Maps.

a:
Cioth, &3 00,

This very corprebensive wirk fs btased on Bishop

ries ol scjarate per
fan Church, slrcady pubiished in five vilumos,
NEFT genArctur reception which has boen
siialler worke Ras shown thal the Lreatiner
the stcular & 14
for the pojpulsritation of
h was done In the snrallay
2re done for all the periods
tuken topether, and & survey (& presented of the whole of
eciiesinstical history, from the founding of the Christtin |
Church and the preaching of the aposties te the lateat |
phases of relogous B! In Edrope and Ameiica.

ton =0 successtully sppiied 5o
used With equally gocd rhs
wistorcal thedlegy., That w
nistori®a for sach penmod Is

11.

MOROCCO AS IT IS,

With sn Account of Bir Chares Euan,
Missian to Fez. By STEPHEN DONSAL
Justrated, Post Evo, Cieth Ornamental 8200,

Mr. Bonsal was with the British Ambassadar, Sir Euan
Smith, ar the time of his recent visit to Sultan Muley
ative of y
evert, no less that the chapters of the history, sceneey and
inhapitarte of Merocee, is full of interest
wish o Keep track of the course of events In that countty,
to wWhich publie attention is now bring
directed, (his volune will be fovnd invaiuable.

Hassan a1 Fez, and Ris narr

1il.

THE TONGUE OF FIRE;

o7, The Tris Power of Christiannty, By the Tisv, WILL-
1Gmn, Cloth, 81 C0

IAM ARTIIUR. From New DPlates,

THis {» & pew edition of a work which has iong held a
recognized place among modern Englinh elassizs,
practical eommentary an the tiue power ol Christiamty,
writtenn with great simplicity snd directness, and is not
sniy 1l of Intopest to every religlous peader, but well
nigh indlspensable to ministess and othors engaged

avangelistic wors.

1v.

ELEMENTS OF DEDUCTIVE LOGIC,
By NOAM K. DAVIS, Profassor of Maral Philasophy In

the University of Virginia, and Author of “The Themy
of Thought.* TIost 8vo, Cloth, M cents.

pirice, DO cents.)

This tpeatiss s designed as & taxt-hook for underaradu-
ates, It comprses the body of appraved lnzical decirine,

a0 that {h a limited time a student may

knawledga of the Mnndamwentai forms of thon
the study, and prepased for

by the excellent diseipline
the pursuit of phiiosophical scienies

yiblished by HARPER & BROTHERS, New-York

9 ‘Ihe abave works ame for sule by ull honkserlicrs, o1
will be sent by tha publishers, postnge prepuld (nuiess
otherwise Indicated;, to anvy part of tha United States,
Lanada of Meaalgo, on recelyt of the price.
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 THESTANDARD RAILWAY OF AMERIGA;

PLOTECTED THROULGHOUT BY
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BDenbrosses and Cortlandt Sireets,
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300 P, L -Shenandoal Valley  Fxnress a; win
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100 p m. week .
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